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38
TH

 LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT ENDORSEMENT REQUESTS 

January 12, 2016  

Dear Candidate: 

Whenever a candidate asks for our endorsement, we ask the campaign to fill out our short questionnaire. It's not 

intended to be a comprehensive assessment of all issues.  Rather, our aim is to focus on a handful of issues of 

key importance to the 38th Legislative District Democrats.  This helps us as we evaluate those that are seeking 

our endorsement. 

Consequently, there are many important issues that don't appear on our questionnaire. This does not mean they 

are not important to us. To be clear: we evaluate candidates based on all available information and not just the 

responses to this questionnaire.  Additional sources of information may include (but are not limited to), news 

reports, public statements, voting records, personal endorsements and contributions history, labor relations, and 

other endorsements received.  Additionally, at the discretion of the chair of the endorsement committee, you 

may be invited to a meeting of the endorsement committee to answer questions from committee members. 

The endorsement committee will evaluate endorsement requests and then make recommendations to the 

membership of the 38
th

 Legislative District Democrats.  The final decision will be voted on by the membership 

of the 38th Legislative District Democrats.  

Please consider time constraints when planning to return your questionnaire.  We must have sufficient time in 

advance of the regular membership meeting to deliberate your endorsement request and then publish the 

proposed action on our regular membership meeting agenda.  We will not be able to accomplish that without 

having at least two weeks’ notice before a regular membership meeting. 

Endorsement requests will not necessarily be considered at the next general membership meeting.  The 

endorsement committee chair may “hold” endorsement requests if that is deemed appropriate to allow other 

requests to be considered.  On the other hand, the chair may also move to consider requests well in advance of 

the filing date if that is considered appropriate based on the nature and circumstances of a particular race. 

When your request for an endorsement is published on our meeting agenda, you will be invited to attend the 

general membership meeting and you may speak to the membership regarding your request at that time.  The 

general membership will have the opportunity to ask you any questions they might have about your candidacy. 

One final note: Your answers to this questionnaire will be made available to members of the endorsement 

committee and to the general membership of the 38
th

 Legislative District.  You should consider this a public 

document open to be viewed by anyone.  

Thank you for your request for an endorsement from the 38th Legislative District Democrats. We appreciate 

your interest and your participation. 

Mary Rollins, Endorsement Committee Chairwoman 
38th Legislative District Democrats; 425-487-2284   

Return completed questionnaire to chair at: mfrl58@gmail.com 

Please also attach a high-resolution photo (a head shot)  along with your questionnaire. 
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          QUESTIONNAIRE 

Candidate Name:  Amy Kaestner  

Office Sought:  Everett Municipal Court Judge – Position 1 

1.  Why are you running for this office? 

After 17 years as a public defender in Snohomish County, I want to take on an even greater public 

service role in my hometown of Everett.  I grew up in Everett, have spent all of my professional 

life here, and decided to raise my own children in this community.  As a municipal court judge, I 

will have the opportunity to address the challenges facing my community on a more systemic level. 

2.  What is your work/volunteer history in regards to public and community service? 

 

I have served as a Public Defender in the courts of Snohomish County for 17 years.  By its very 

nature, the role of a Public Defender is a service to the community.  I work with the most 

disadvantaged members of our community to ensure that their rights are protected and that they 

have equal access to justice in our courts. 

 

I have two young sons and have been active with the PTA at View Ridge Elementary School and 

the YMCA. 

 

3.  What qualifications/experience do you bring to this office? 

  

See my attached resume and a one-page narrative of my background and credentials. 

 

4.   Please list any Democratic clubs and/or organizations that you are a member of, including the length of time 

you have been a member and any leadership positions you have held in those clubs/organizations. 

 

Judges and judicial candidates are prohibited by the Code of Judicial Conduct from declaring a 

party affiliation. 

 

5.  Who do you believe will be your main opponent(s) in the election? 

 

At the present time, I have no known or rumored opponent.  I have put together a strong 

campaign organization and earned many endorsements from judges and lawyers early in the 

election season.  I have retained the services of a professional judicial campaign manager, and 

have a campaign kick-off event coming up at the end of March.  I believe all of these efforts will 

serve to dissuade opposition; however, I am prepared to campaign on my credentials all the way 

to November, regardless of the identity of any opponent. 

6.  Please list your five most significant organizational endorsements to date and your five most significant 

personal endorsements to date. 

I have been endorsed by the Snohomish County Democrats and in addition to the 38
th

 Dems, I 

have requested the endorsement of the 21
st
 and 44

th
 Dems. 
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I have just begun the process of requesting organizational endorsements; however, I expect to be 

strongly considered by the Democratic organizations and Labor in Snohomish County, the NW 

Women’s Political Caucus, the Everett Police Officers Association, and the Tulalip Tribe.  

  

As of this date, I have received the endorsement of more than half of the sitting judges at various 

court levels in Snohomish County, and expect to earn the support of most of them.  It is of some 

note that I have been endorsed by the Presiding Judge of the Everett Municipal Court, Judge 

Laura Van Slyck, with whom I will serve if elected, as well as the Presiding Judges of the Superior 

Court and District Court in Snohomish County.   

 

Everett Mayor Ray Stephanson has also endorsed my candidacy. 

7.  How much money has your campaign raised so far?  Of that, how much of that is your own money (dollars, 

not percentage)? 

My campaign has raised approximately $3,000 so far, and $2,500 of that is my own money.  

However, our fundraising effort is just getting started, and we have our first major fundraising 

event coming up on March 30.  I expect it to be well-attended. 

 

8.  How much money do you expect your campaign will spend?  How do you plan to raise the amount above 

and beyond what you have raised so far? 

 

We have a campaign budget between $30,000 and $40,000.  We expect to raise significant funds at 

our campaign kick-off event later this month and will be having a series of other fundraising 

events throughout the campaign.  My campaign manager and campaign committee will also be 

making fundraising calls.  I am prepared to put more of my personal funds into the campaign if I 

need to. 

 

9.  Do you plan to have any paid campaign staff or use paid consultants, and have you included paid staff and 

consultants in your overall costs? 

 

I have already retained a professional judicial campaign manager, who also serves as my 

consultant, and her fee is included in the anticipated budget.  I have also retained a professional 

campaign treasurer. 

10. Crime and drug use/violence is a significant issue in our district.  Describe how you view the current 

crime/drug problem and what steps, if any, you will take in the next two years to address those problems.  If this 

requires additional funding, from where should that funding come? 

During the course of my career as a Public Defender, I have represented many individuals who 
are challenged by mental illness and drug and alcohol addiction.   Although as a judicial candidate, 
I am not permitted to take a position on likely sources of funding for these types of programs, my 
commitment to this work has taught me that a community court is often in the best position to 
provide the kind of structure, individualized attention, and continuity of monitoring necessary to 
disrupt the cycle of repeated contacts with law enforcement and the justice system. I intend to 
work with Judge Laura Van Slyck to develop cost-saving and effective alternatives to confinement 
to assist individuals in need of treatment while keeping our community safe.  
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11.  We live in a very diverse community.  Our minority citizens are not fairly represented in employment and 

are far behind in prosperity.  What are your accomplishments regarding diversity and economic equity and what 

are your goals regarding diversity, economic equity, and civil rights?  How will you achieve those goals? 

Studies confirm that there is still considerable racial disparity in our justice system.  Judges must 

carefully review the factual basis for charges to ensure that defendants are not being “profiled.” 

In cases that proceed to trial, judges must make sure that diverse jurors are not being improperly 

stricken from the jury.  Finally, during sentencing, judges must ensure that defendants are not 

being sentenced based on anything other than the verdict rendered and the defendant’s criminal 

history.  Judges are, however, very constrained by mandatory minimums. 

As a public defender, I have seen firsthand the effects of discrimination on individuals in our 

community and I believe that the ability of a community to protect and promote the rights of all 

individuals, regardless of race, gender or sexual orientation, is a determining factor in the overall 

prosperity of a community. As an Everett Municipal Court judge I will work hard to protect the 

rights of all our citizens and I will work to ensure that the minority citizens of Everett have equal 

access to our court system. 

12. What steps, if any, do you think need to be taken to improve voter turnout in the district, increase public 

involvement, and to reduce voter apathy? 

The 2016 election has served as a wake-up call for many voters who suffered from apathy in their 

lack of engagement in our election process.  Keeping younger voters engaged by giving them a 

meaningful role at the local level, encouraging young voters to run for election, and training them 

so that they become viable candidates, are all things we can do to improve voter turnout. 

13.  What is your position on Charter Schools in Washington State?  What changes would you advocate for in 

the public education system?  How have you demonstrated leadership in public education policy and how will 

you do so if elected? 

This is a question that the Code of Judicial Conduct prohibits me from answering, except to say 

that our Supreme Court has ruled on the constitutionality of charter schools.  I support all efforts 

to improve our public schools so that all children have an opportunity for a high-quality publicly 

funded education.  Any effort to diminish the resources available to public schools is something I 

would not support.  My own children attend the same public elementary school I attended as a 

child, right here in Everett, and I have been active in the PTA there.  If elected to the bench, I will 

become more involved in the high school Mock Trial program sponsored by the YMCA, as I 

believe this is an important part of public school education. 

 

14.  What environmental initiatives have you undertaken, what have you accomplished, and what are your 

immediate environmental goals if elected? 

 

Environmental initiatives would not be part of my role as a Municipal Court Judge in Everett; 

however, as a member of the Everett community, I believe that climate change is the most 

important environmental issue of our time and that our ability as a society to address the effects of 

climate change will be the key to protecting our beautiful local environment and the prosperity of 

Everett. 
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15.  Do you believe you lean more toward labor or more toward management?  Do you have a history of union 

membership/union service?  Describe your relations with labor and past labor related accomplishments. 

I personally have never been a member of a union; however, my father was a teacher in the 

Anacortes school system and was a member of the WEA.  I intend to seek the endorsement of the 

Snohomish County Labor Council, the Machinists 751, the Teamsters, SEIU, AFSCME, and other 

significant labor organizations.  Given the fact that my clients over the last 17 years have been 

ordinary working people, my exposure to the difficulties of working families has been influential 

on my perspectives. 

 

16.  List the milestones in your public service career that demonstrate Democratic ideals.  List any actions or 

issues supported by Democrats that you did not support and explain your position on those issues that caused 

you to oppose. 

 

As a 17 year Public Defender, I have consistently worked to create an even playing field in our 

justice system for those who would otherwise not be able to afford an attorney and who are 

usually overwhelmed, intimidated, frightened, and confused.  I also believe my efforts on behalf of 

the mentally ill have supported the ideals of the Democratic Party. 

17. List three of your most significant accomplishments that you made in your most recent term as an elected 

official or, if never elected, your three most significant accomplishments in public service.  

1) The Washington Supreme Court's recent ruling in State v. Blazina requires courts in 

Washington to ensure that legal financial obligations ordered as part of sentencing are 

commensurate to each individual's ability to pay.  I worked with Snohomish County District 

Court Judge Tam Bui and the Snohomish County Prosecutors Office to implement the directives 

of Blazina. 

2) I recently participated in Snohomish County's efforts to create a Veterans Court.  I was able to 

offer insights from a public defense perspective and assisted with data collection during the 

creation of a final proposal to the Superior Court bench. 

3) Convictions for even minor non-violent crimes can have far-reaching immigration 

consequences for non-citizen defendants, even those with legal status.  I have worked with many 

non-citizen clients to eliminate or mitigate those consequences, and I am proud of cases where I 

was able to work with prosecutors and judges to craft resolutions that did not trigger immigration 

consequences. 

18.  Describe the three “stretch goal” accomplishments you intend to achieve in your next term if elected. 

One of the stated beliefs of the Snohomish County Democrats is to encourage rehabilitation, 

where appropriate, in the criminal justice system.  Again, during the course of my career as a 

Public Defender, I have represented many individuals with mental health issues, substance 

abuse disorders, or both.  Often the failure of both our social services and the justice system to 

adequately address the underlying problems which lead to repeated criminal behavior creates 

a never-ending revolving door with great costs to the taxpayer and our families.  The Everett 

Municipal Court, under the leadership of Judge Laura Van Slyck, has developed a Mental 

Health Alternatives Program to which I think I can make an important contribution.    I also 

understand that incarceration is sometimes a necessary motivating factor.  It is my top goal to 
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assist in the further development of the Mental Health Alternatives Program in the Everett 

court. 

 

I intend to serve the Everett Municipal Court with integrity and fairness. Almost every citizen, 

at some point in his or her life, has contact with the judicial system.  As a municipal court 

judge, I will listen to every individual that comes before me and consider both sides of every 

issue before making a considered and balanced decision. 

An effective community court must be responsive to the community as a whole and to each 

individual that appears before it.  I will work closely with Presiding Judge Laura Van Slyck to 

ensure that our court effectively balances the needs of victims, defendants, and the Everett 

community as a whole. 

19. The district has a large homeless population.  The City of Everett has the third lowest rate of home 

ownership in the state at 55.5% renter occupied (state average is 37.2%).  Per capita income is one of the lowest 

in Snohomish County, and slightly above the state median (Everett $25,102, state median $22,632).  Everett has 

the highest percentage of low-income residents in Snohomish County.   With these facts in mind, what 

measures do you propose to balance the scales and bring greater opportunity for housing, home ownership and 

economic equity to Everett residents, particularly to minority citizens? 

As a Municipal Court judge, I will not be able to have a direct policy impact on housing, home 

ownership and economic equity in Everett.   

20. What do you consider the major issue facing our community today, and how do you intend to address it? 

I believe that untreated mental illness and the heroin epidemic have resulted in a marginalized 

population within our city.  This has created a crisis that we have only begun to address.  The 

Mental Health Alternatives Program in Everett Municipal Court was created in response to that 

crisis and I hope to work with Judge Van Slyck to expand and improve that program.   

Finally, IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE TO TELL US THAT YOU THINK WE 

SHOULD CONSIDER IN EVALUATION YOUR CANDIDACY? 

I did not become a lawyer so that one day I could become a judge.  I became a lawyer because I 

wanted to serve the public and work on behalf of the most vulnerable among us.  After 17 years as 

a public defender, I want your support so that I can take what I have learned about untreated 

mental illness and substance abuse and apply it to the work of a judge.  Everett Municipal Court 

is on the front lines of our efforts to improve our community, and I want to help continue the work 

that Judge Van Slyck has started with the Mental Health Alternatives Program.  I also want to 

make sure that our court system is able to respond to the needs of our city and our citizens. Thank 

you for your consideration. 


