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June 1, 2020 

Dear Fellow Democrats, 

We express our grief and condolences to the family of George Floyd, who was senselessly killed at the hands 
of police officers in Minneapolis.  It is not enough to say we are sorry, without recognizing this has happened 
repeatedly and is illuminating the deep racial injustice in this country.  It is no secret that Black drivers are 
pulled over and questioned nearly twice as often as white drivers, and searched four times more often, 
resulting in frustration with the system that is supposed to treat us all equally.  Nationwide, Black Americans 
are prosecuted and incarcerated at a much higher rate than white Americans. 

We believe that all police officers should have the highest caliber of integrity.  What is clear, however, is that 
the offending officers (such as Derek Chauvin), are often protected by the system, and excused from claims 
of police brutality, sometimes multiple times, before facing justice.  The rate of unarmed Black Americans 
who are killed by police is more than twice the rate of white Americans, and Native Americans are killed at a 
higher rate than any other racial or ethnic group.  We cannot turn away from this reality.  While justice for 
George Floyd’s murder is paramount, it is only a necessary step toward addressing our nation’s systemic 
racism and inequality. 

If anyone asked me how many times I had been pulled over in the past year, I would be incredulous to be 
asked that question.  However, Black people have a different experience, and we acknowledge why the 
frustration has built up and spilled over into protests in multiple cities, with support spreading across the 
globe.  We must address the racism that is foundational to the policies that protect those who would abuse 
their authority.  We also need to honestly recognize our own prejudices and commit to change within 
ourselves and our community. 

We must address and root out the institutional racism which continues to permeate  all realms of American 
society (medical care, health and nutrition; funding schools through property taxes, and quality of teachers; 
fairness in hiring, job opportunity and income inequality; gerrymandering and voter suppression; household 
wealth, loans and interest rates; and on and on and on).  The 38th Legislative District Democrats are 
committed to advocating for change so that our communities of color receive the same treatment as white 
Americans.  It requires change at the micro levels from ourselves to our local policies, and macro levels of 
change in U.S. policy.  It requires all of us to commit to a change within ourselves and to involve ourselves in 
the political activism that will bring policy change, with fairness, equity and justice for all Americans.  Public 
safety is clean water, public safety is good schools, public safety is open space and parks.  Public safety is 
well-funded mental health specialists and shelters for abused persons.  Public safety is affordable housing.  
This is where our money and resources should be utilized. 

We encourage you to join us in activism and participation in the 38th LD Democrats to work together to 
advocate for rooting out racial injustice and promoting change. 

In common struggle, 

38th Legislative District Democrats 

 
Paula Townsell, Chair 
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